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Parents struggle to pay for

 childcare as NSW rejects advice

 and drops funding further
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Despite spending less on early education and care than any other state in
 Australia and a 2011 review recommending immediate increases, NSW has
 dropped the amount of money it spends with many parents left unable to find
 affordable childcare.

Since the 2011 review of the NSW Government Funding for Early Childhood
 Education the proportion of the NSW budget spent on early education has
 actually dropped from three percent to under two percent.

"Pre-school is incredibly important and what we see in international studies is
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 prosperity to the country," Leanne Gibbs, the Chief Executive Officer for
 Community Child Care Co-operative, said.

"Because NSW is funded at the lowest level, this makes pre-school costs very
 high which means less children are attending."

Statistics show NSW has the lowest rates of enrolment in a pre-school program
 in the year before school in Australia, something Ms Gibbs said was directly
 related to cost.

She said these costs were contributing to a small but significant number of
 children who start school with learning and developmental delays.

Emma Cullen, Director of Abbotsford Long Day Care Centre, said high prices
 were a major reason parents were choosing not to use childcare.

"I know families who have chosen a small number of days due to the cost," Ms
 Cullen said.

�,WҋV�QRW�ZRUWK�WKHP�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�ZRUN��EHFDXVH�SD\LQJ�FKLOGFDUH�FRVWV�DUH
 greater than their income."

Her statements were backed up by mother-of-two and small businesswoman
 Jennifer Dey, who runs her own accounting practice and was left stranded after
 the birth of her first child, Anna.

"We didn't have any family living nearby that was able to assist us and I was
 running my own business so I wasn't in a position to take maternity leave," Ms
 Dey said.

Unable to find care, Ms Dey looked after baby Anna while working in the office.
 Eventually, she made private arrangements to have her child cared for.

�,W�ZDVQҋW�D�IRUPDO�DUUDQJHPHQW�DQG�LW�ZDVQ
W�XQGHU�D�UHJXODWRU\�ERG\��,�MXVW�KDG
 to trust my instincts," she said. "I had established a business, and if I had been
 unable to service my clients, I would have nothing to come back to."

"It was a way of preserving a means of an income for those few years."
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After two years on the waiting list, Anna was accepted to attend College Street
 Childcare in Drummoyne.

Ms Dey says sacrifices had to be made in order to meet the costs of childcare
 for both her children.

"All my money went to paying for childcare costs but I needed to contain my
 business, and we always felt that good quality childcare was a priority," she
 said.

"We were prepared to do without a lot of other things."

Ms Gibbs is rallying the government to increase funding so that more children
 can attend a pre-school program.

The campaign, 'A Bigger Slice for early education in NSW', aims to influence
 government policy, practices and programs so that children in NSW can access
 quality education and care services.

"What we want is for NSW children to receive a bigger piece of the NSW
 budget," she said.

"We are asking for the NSW Government to invest a total of $4,000 for each
 three and four-year-old."

"This would enable three-year-olds to access two days per week, and four-year-
olds to access three days per week of early education, with families only paying
 $10 per day."

On March 9, ministers from each of the major political parties will gather at the
 Sydney Masonic Centre at 5pm to take part in a public discussion into pre-
school and the broader Early Childhood Learning sector in NSW.
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Why have kids if you want strangers to rear them?  Oh wait .... coz money's more important than raising your
 own kids.
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Child care --- age care ,,, is nothing more than a licence to print money and the goverment is not interested
 at all in the struggles of working people..
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Doctors flummoxed by unpredictable,

 fatal HLH

Bianca Caltabiano. (Facebook)

When Jo-Ann Caltabiano took her daughter Bianca to the doctors with
 a fever she had no idea it was going to be the biggest thing her girl
 would ever face.
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 Eighteen-year-old Bianca Caltabiano was in the city with her boyfriend
 when her mother received a call that changed their lives.

 After getting blood tests earlier that day, the doctor called and said
 "Get Bianca to a hospital straight away, I think there is something very
 wrong with her liver".

 Bianca had a host of life threatening complications Ñ an enlarged liver
 and spleen, severe anaemia and over 40 degree temperatures.

 No one knew what it was or what to do about it.

 After nearly a month of testing and no answers, Bianca was eventually
 diagnosed with secondary Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis.
 Otherwise known as HLH.

 Bianca passed away six weeks after diagnosis on October 16, 2013
 at the Royal Prince Alfred (RPA) Hospital, Sydney.

 HLH is a rare blood disorder where the body's reaction to infection or
 a virus such as glandular fever is to go into overdrive resulting in organ
 inflammation and damage.

 According to emedicine, incidences of HLH have increased over time
 from 1.2 cases per million people, to one in 50,000.

 HLH is a deadly disease that can affect people of all ages and ethnic
 groups.

Stephen Larson, a haematologist from RPA, explains that this disease
 can occur in anybody at anytime.

 "There are no obvious predisposing factors where we can predict that
 someone is more at risk than another," he told ninemsn.

 "It can be anybody. Anybody can get HLH and it's not something that
 you can prevent."

 Due to the fact that HLH is a rare disease, many health care providers
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 are unfamiliar with its symptoms and it goes undiagnosed.

 "There is a lot about HLH that we don't understand," Dr Larson said.

 "There would be many doctors and GPs that know very little about it
 and because of the way it presents itself, it is very non-specific.

 "You could have fevers and a low blood count, but there are a lot of
 things that can cause that, so unless it is thought of, it's not going to
 be diagnosed early."

 If left undiagnosed the fatality rate of HLH is 100 per cent within two
 months.

 If diagnosed early, patients are treated with drugs that help suppress
 the immune system.

 If it persists then chemotherapy and/or a bone marrow transplant will
 take place.

 "If it is thought of earlier and treatment started earlier I'm sure that
 survival would improve," said Dr Larson.

 "If it is only thought of when they are really unwell, then the survival is
 not going to be high."

 Mrs Caltabiano experienced this first hand, as she felt she was left in
 the dark for the majority of the time Bianca was sick.

 "They tested for everything else, they did so many tests. Bianca was
 seen by a gastroenterologist, serologist, rheumatologist, immunologist
 and then a haematologist and no one thought it was a blood
 disorder," she said.

 "They just kept coming up with nothing."

 So after the first nine days in hospital they sent her home.

 "The haematology team considered that a primary haematological
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 disorder was unlikely," her discharge papers read.

 "They raised the possibility of a haemophagocytic syndrome but this
 was ultimately felt to be an unlikely diagnosis."

 A week after her first discharge when Bianca went back for blood
 tests and still had fevers it was then noted she was also severely
 anaemic.

 "When her haemoglobin was really low and she needed blood
 transfusions, that's when they seriously thought, maybe it could be
 HLH."

 Even after diagnosis, on Bianca's second admission Mrs Caltabiano
 said they still had no idea what HLH entailed.

 "At the time we were told, I was devastated," Mrs Caltabiano said.

 "We weren't given much information, we weren't really told much. We
 were told not to look at information online because it will just give you
 the worst case scenario."

 Bianca was sent home after two weeks when blood transfusions and
 immunosuppressive treatments appeared to be settling her HLH.

 Her fevers stopped and blood counts improved.

 For the next three weeks Bianca was seen as an outpatient and her
 immunosuppressant treatments continued and were increased as her
 fevers had returned and her blood counts were also getting worse.

 This was until she was admitted for the third time.

 Due to the lack of diagnosis and receiving little information, the family
 believed the doctors had it under control and just didn't realise just
 how rapidly fatal this disease could be.

 "She was amazing and stayed positive throughout. I remember she
 said 'I'll be okay, we'll get through this, I can do it'," Mrs Caltabiano
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 said.

 "I kept saying that it wasn't fair, why you? And she would respond
 with, 'why not me mum, I'm no more special than anyone else?"

Dr Larson said there is a lot to learn and education is the key for the
 future.

 "There are centres especially in the States that are doing research in
 this area, but there is still so much that we don't understand about it,"
 he said.

 "I think awareness and education amongst doctors is what is most
 important, and this is starting to happen."

 Although Australia has a long way to go, Mrs Caltabiano urges people
 to start thinking about HLH and raise awareness.

 "Doctors need to start questioning it and we need a lot more
 awareness. It's one of those things where you think, how many times
 have you had a fever and thought nothing if it? We need to push for
 diagnosis and treatment earlier," she said.

 "I mean it's already starting to happen. Since Bianca passed away I've
 heard of two more cases of HLH in Sydney and they were diagnosed
 straight away, and they have survived."

 Mrs Caltabiano, her son and husband along with close to 100 of
 Bianca's family and friends have set up Team Bianca - Steve Waugh
 Foundation and are currently fundraising for the Steve Waugh
 Foundation to help raise funds and raise awareness of rare disorders
 and diseases.

 She will be participating in the City2Surf with Team Bianca on August
 10 in honour of her daughter.

Author: Danielle Robertson. Approving editor: Nick Pearson.
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Indigenous literacy rates on the

 decline: report

A decline in literacy rates for non-indigenous students is behind the
 recent success in the "Close the Gap" campaign, according to the
 Council of Australian Governments' (COAG) Reform Council.

 A new report by the group states that the reading gap has been
 reduced by more than 10 percent in primary school and between one
 and three percent in high school since 2008.

 While it appears indigenous literacy has improved, COAG Deputy
 Chairman Greg Craven said this is not the case.

 "There isn't a strong improvement in the literacy of indigenous
 students," he told ninemsn.

 "The gap comes because of a decline in results from non-indigenous
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 students."

 While reading seems to have improved, the indigenous numeracy rate
 did not get better in any year level nationally.

 According to the report, the year 12 completion rates are up and
 more indigenous people are achieving post-school qualifications.

 Despite this nominal narrowing of the gap in indigenous education
 standards, the gap has widened in unemployment rates.

 "The most worrying thing of all is that there is a much higher
 unemployment rate," Mr Craven said.

 "If more indigenous people are finishing school and going on post-
school you would expect employment to be going upÉ But in fact it's
 getting worse."

 COAG's target of halving the gap in employment by 2018 is not
 looking promising.

 From 2008 to 2012-13, indigenous employment rates fell in Western
 Australia by more than 10 percent and over 8 percent in Queensland.

 The gap between indigenous and non-indigenous employment grew
 to 13.8 percent in Western Australia and 8 percent in Queensland.

 Gemma Lloyd is an indigenous Australian who is currently employed
 full time at Ayers Rock Resort.

 She believes the growing unemployment rate is due to poor stigma
 and a lack of support within the job sector.

 "You always get told if you can get an education it's a great thing and
 you can become really employable, but without some sort of job
 training a degree doesn't really do much," Ms Lloyd said.

 "I think there is a discriminatory aspect and there is a bad rapport as
 there is a history of seeing them(indigenous people) as lazy.
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 "After spending years in tertiary education it can be a real block in the
 road knowing that you will get knocked."

 Ms Lloyd also said there was a constant struggle to choose between
 family and work.

 "Everyone wants to work in their home community but there aren't
 enough jobs there," she said.

 "Once you go out on your own you go from a community with 200
 people to having to do everything on your own.

 "That sense of isolation makes it harder and therefore people begin to
 slip into old habits."

 A positive to come out of the report is that the decreasing rate of child
 mortality.

 The indigenous child death rate is decreasing at over three times the
 rate of other Australians.

 Close the Gap Campaign Co-Chair and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
 Islander Social Justice Commissioner Mick Gooda, said this is
 encouraging.

 "Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are getting better access
 to healthcare services," he said.

 "Indigenous childhood health checks have doubled over the past four
 years and childhood immunisation rates are increasing."

Source: Council of Australian Governments' Reform Council 
 Author: Danielle Robertson, Approving editor: Martin Zavan
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